762                   PAURAKIC  AGE :  LITERATURE.
Bengal is indebted to Halayudha and his learned brothers
for its present superior learning, civilised manners &c.
Mallinatha,   the  eminent  scholiast,  specially  noted
for bis new method, va*t erudition and serious  research,
was  also  a  poet  of  no   mean  original   genius ( i4th
century A. D.)  He   was  born  at   Devapura.    Deccan,
His  father  was a famous professor of the  Vedas.    But
Mallinath^ was at  first  very  dull ;   so  he  was  called
Pedda bhatta.    He was  married in  due time.    But all
of his wife's house jested and  ridiculed  him  as  a  fool,
At his wife's instance, he went to  Benares  and  studied
with a learned man.    Here he repeated the word   'Sipa*
many  times  a day  with   the result that his brain grew
steady and powerful soon*    Gradually he studied all the
sciences and became  a  profound scholar.     Koldchala
wa* his clan   name  and   Mahamahopadhyayz  was  his
title.    [Katha Sangrahd^ written in Canarese, Deccan).
His two sons were Pedda-Yaryya and Kumara
Swami. Mallinatha has .mentioned several preceding
annotators such as DakshinlvarU-Natha and others*
He wrote in imitation of them.
His poem was Raghumra Ckarita> now almost lost
and unknown. Mr. Ganapati Sastri has succeeded in
finding out only a few pages of his poem,
Chaturbhuja of Gaur was probably the last poet of
India, He was a Varendra Brahmin. At the efforts of
the Asiatic Society of Bengal, his po^m, the Hart
Charita in 13 cantos and 1250 Slokas, was discovered
in the Durbar Library, Nepal. 1905. The date of its
composition is 1493 A. D. when the Abys&inians were